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enough in industry; but it is still more urgent in the realm of ideas. Let us reconstruct our ideas in accordance with the truths of external nature. Once we get into true habits of thought, the rest will flow from it without any special contrivance. Nothing can be more palpably false than the system of ideas now reigning throughout civilization. The Church for two thousand years has dominated opinion: and see the result. If humanity ever learnt by experience, they would assuredly hasten to the most extreme form of materialism they could find. For things are not what they seem to be on the surface. Christianity does not lead to an age of universal brotherly love, as we might expect from its doctrines; nor does materialism lead to any of the alarming consequences which its numerous enemies endeavour to anticipate.
There are many who think they can get on very well without any kind of philosophy. But philosophy is no more than a name for our general outlook upon the world. Every one has a philosophy of some sort, however little they may be conscious of it. Such ideas as men possess are governed and directed by their general mode of thought, and the man who truly has no philosophy is a man whose head is empty of ideas. All that is urged in the present work is that we should fashion our ideas in conformity with what we know of external Nature, and not according to the precepts of any artificial system. Let us look boldly at things as they are; let us cease fabricating our beliefs in accordance with what we desire to believe, and let us believe only what we perceive to be true. No man can have a true philosophy, unless he has discarded much that he would have preferred to keep and accepted much that he would have preferred to reject. There is often bitterness in truth. He who does not know it is as yet undisciplined, and may be sure that his philosophy is false. For the bitterness is in Nature itself; truth is quite independent of our personal predilections. So long as we admit error into our philosophy, our actions will accordingly